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About VIRTUAL VEHICLE - Enabling future vehicle technologies 
VIRTUAL VEHICLE is a leading international R&D center for the automotive and rail industries, located in Graz, 
Austria. The research center with its 250 employees focuses on the advanced virtualization of vehicle development. 
This linking of numerical simulations and hardware testing leads to a powerful HW-SW system design. VIRTUAL 
VEHICLE’s international partner network consists of 80+ international industrial partners (Leading OEMs, Tier 1 & 
Tier 2 suppliers, software vendors) and 40+ international scientific institutions. VIRTUAL VEHICLE is the largest 
COMET funded research center and is also active in 35+ EU-projects. Furthermore, VIRTUAL VEHICLE offers a 
broad portfolio of contract research for the vehicle development. 
 
About Paravan GmbH 
Founded by Roland Arnold, Paravan GmbH is the global market leader in wheelchair-accessible vehicle solutions. 
Its workforce of about 180 develops and manufactures customized vehicle conversion solutions, electric wheel-
chairs and exercise therapy movement trainers. The company’s technology highlights include Space Drive, an 
intelligent, digital, triple-redundant drive-by-wire system. Space Drive is the world’s first system of its kind to be 
licensed for on-road use. It makes safe, independent driving possible for people with many different types of phys-
ical disability, including drivers who are unable to use a steering wheel. Space Drive has built up an unblemished 
record of over 500 million kilometers of accident-free driving over the past 15 years and is being continually devel-
oped and refined. The system is certified according to ISO 26262 ASIL D and is manufactured in accordance with 
IPC-A 600 Class 3, the highest international quality standard for PCBs. Numerous vehicle manufacturers, auto-
motive subcontractors and research institutes around the world use Space Drive in autonomous vehicle applica-
tions. 

About Schaeffler: 

The Schaeffler Group is a global automotive and industrial supplier. Top quality, outstanding technology, and ex-

ceptionally innovative spirit form the basis for the continued success of the company. By delivering high-precision 

components and systems in engine, transmission, and chassis applications, as well as rolling and plain bearing 

solutions for a large number of industrial applications, the Schaeffler Group is already shaping “Mobility for tomor-

row” to a significant degree. The technology company generated sales of approximately EUR 14 billion in 2017. 

With over 90,000 employees, Schaeffler is one of the world’s largest family companies and, with approximately 

170 locations in over 50 countries, has a worldwide network of manufacturing locations, research and develop-

ment facilities, and sales companies. 

The Schaeffler Group and Paravan GmbH owner Roland Arnold established a joint venture company, Schaeffler 
Paravan Technologie GmbH & Co. KG, on September 12, 2018. The new joint venture company will take over the 
operation and further development of the drive-by-wire technology and all associated activities from Paravan 
GmbH in October 2018. 


